
 

Darnell-Cookman SOMA    Academic School Year 2021-2022 

Summer 2021 packet for students going into 9th grade ELA Hon I 

THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE YOUR FIRST GRADE WHEN WE RETURN AFTER SUMMER BREAK. 

Anthem by Ayn Rand is very easy to read but contains a deep intrinsic message that we will discuss 

when you return after summer break. Please take the time to read this short novel so that everyone can 

be part of the discussion. Pace yourselves to read and answer a few pages/questions each day/few days. 

• Please stop by Room 303 (Mrs. Lee) or, after school is closed for the summer, stop by the main 

office to receive your FREE copy of Anthem by Ayn Rand. This is the 75th anniversary edition by 

Signet. 

• The text begins on page 17 and ends on page 105. 

• Please read the book all the way through once: no annotations, no Spark notes, Cliff notes 

Schoop etc. 

• Now you will read the book again, but this time you will annotate the text. This will look like a 

few words by the side of each chunk of text that tells you what that chunk is about. Keep it VERY 

brief. Perhaps even a small symbol (smiley face, exclamation mark). Annotation is NOT 

highlighting!! 

• Highlight any unfamiliar vocabulary words. Underline any character names 

• In order to get used to the style of language, please NOTE: 

❖ WE not I 

❖ THEY not he or she 

❖ OUR not my 

As you begin to read Anthem do not be confused by the fact that the first-person narrator calls himself 

WE. This will become clear as you read, and you will get used to this. Because this dystopic society has 

no individualism, everyone has never known the feeling or the title ‘I’. ‘He’ and ‘she’ are part of 

collective ‘they’. 

All work will be typed, 12 font, Times New Roman, double spaced (MLA format) 

Your full name and the date will be on the top LEFT side of the first page. 

Please complete the following: 

Title:  

Significance of title: 

Author: 

Date of publication: 

Genre: 

Characteristics of Genre: 

Brief biography of author: 



 

Historical backdrop of period of publication: 

Once you have read through Anthem once, complete this analysis with your own ideas about the novel.  

Significance of Opening Scene:  

Significance/Shift of Chapter XI:  

Setting:  

Symbols:  

Motifs, Imagery, Metaphors:  

Text Examples of Motifs, etc. and Page Numbers:  

Observations about Diction:  

Text Examples of Diction and Page Numbers:  

Theme statements, major and minor: (A theme is a universal statement/ massage. It runs through the 

text like an invisible stream. It is NOT written on the page). Use a sentence/statement or two to explain 

what the author thinks about the subject.  

Major theme:  

Minor or underlying themes:   

Chapter 
Number 

Plot Event Summary 

I  

II  

III  

IV  
V  

VI  

V  

VI  
VII  

VIII  

IX  

X  

XII  

  

 

Character Name History, Relationship & Role in 
Anthem 

Adjectives to Describe Person 

   

   
   



 

Guided Reading Questions: 

PLEASE use A (answer the question by restating the question) C (quote and cite the page 

number as evidence for your answer) E (explain your answer/quote) for each answer. No 

answer is valid without evidence!! NO QUOTE/ CITATION = NO GRADE 

Chapter One: 

1) Why was Equity pleased with his Life Mandate? 

2) Explain the irony of the Social Meeting? 

3) What is Equality’s crime? 

Chapter Two:  

4) Who is Liberty and what does she do? 

5) How are children raised in Equity’s society? 

6) What is the punishment for speaking the Unspeakable Word? 

Chapter Three:  

7) What has Equality discovered and what has he learned from it? 

8) Why does Equality think that the Council of Scholars is blind? 

Chapter Four: 

9) What name has Equality given to Liberty? Why? 

10) What name has Liberty given to Equality? Is this name appropriate? Explain 

11) What is Liberty’s Life Mandate? 

Chapter Five: 

12) What did Equality intend to do with his discovery? 

13) What is the Council of Scholars and why is it significant? 

14) Why does Equality want, for the first time, to know what he looks like? 

Chapter Six: 

15) How was Equality treated in the Palace of Corrective Detention? 

16) Why was he able to escape from the palace, and why was it suddenly necessary to escape? 

17) In this chapter, how does Equality refer to the pages that he has been writing? 

Chapter Seven: 

18) What happens when Equality presents his discovery to the World Council of Scholars? 

19) Where does Equality go and why? 

Chapter Eight: 

20) Why does Equality experience a pride in eating? 

21) Why is he not concerned about being one of the Damned? 



 

Chapter Nine: 

22) Who follows Equity into the Forest and why? 

23) Explain the importance of the statement: “There is no danger in solitude.” 

Chapter Ten:  

24) What discovery do they make in this chapter- left over from the Unmentionable Times? 

25) What does Equality seem to be searching for? Why does he keep writing? 

Chapter Eleven: 

26) “I am. I think. I will.” What is the significance of these words? Explain fully. 

27) Explain what Equality means by the creed of corruption? 

Chapter Twelve: 

28) Why does Equality believe that people require names? 

29) What name does he choose for himself and why?  What name does he suggest for Liberty 

and why?  

30) What did Equality learn about slavery and freedom? Why did men give up their freedom 

once they earned it?

 
Review your notes before the beginning of the school year. Bring your copy of the novel and this 

handout to the first day of class. It is due when you arrive on the first day, and there will be a graded 

novel check as well. 

Have a glorious summer and keep reading!!  Mrs. Lee 

 


